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Sr. Vice Commander in Chief  

John Hamil ton  

 

Senior Vice Commander in Chief  John 

Hamil ton to represent the Nat ional  

Organizat ion at  the Department of  

Ohio’s Mid Winter Conference ,  January 

26-29, 2012 in Columbus, Ohio.  

   John E. Hami l ton was elected Senior  
Vice Commander - in-Chief  of  the 
Veterans of  Fore ign Wars on September 
1, 2011, at the VFW’s 112th National 
Convent ion, he ld in San Antonio,  Texas.  
Mr.  Hami l ton served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps f rom 1968-1970 including a tour  
in Vietnam. His decorat ions inc lude the 
Purple Heart  and two Gold stars,  
Combat Act ion Ribbon, Nat iona l  
Defense Serv ice medal,  Vie tnam 
Serv ice Medal with two bronze stars,  
Republ ic of  Vietnam Meri tor ious Unit  

Citat ion gal lantry Cross Color,  Republ ic  
of  Vietnam Uni t  Ci tat ion Civ i l  Act ions 
Color (Fi rs t  Class)  and the Republ ic  of  
Vietnam Campaign Medal.   
   He jo ined the VFW in 1974 at Post 
7909 in Jacksonvi l le,  Fla. ,  where he 
mainta ins h is  l i fe membership.  He has 
served the VFW in  many leadership  
posit ions includ ing the Nat iona l Counci l  
of  Adminis trat ion f rom 1989 -1991,  and 
as State Commander f rom 1987 -1988. 
He served on the board of  the VFW 
Nat iona l Home f rom 2002-2008 and as 
i ts president f rom 2004-2005. He also 
served as Supreme Commander of  the 
Mi l i ta ry Order of  the Coot ie f rom 1992-
1993.  
   Mr.  Hamil ton graduated with  honors 
from Georg ia Mi l i tary  Inst i tute  in 1967.  
He worked as a professiona l wrest ler 
throughout the United States and the 
wor ld for 15 years as Johnny Montana, 
(also known as “Dr. Death”) along with 
other names and ident i t ies.   
   Mr.  Hamil ton is a  member of  the 
Mi l i ta ry Order of  the Coot ie,  Mi l i ta ry  
Order of  the Purp le  Heart ,  Disab led 
Amer ican Veterans, Amer ican Legion 
and Mar ine Corps League.  
   He resides in St.  August ine, Fla.  

 

DECEMBER 31, 2011  

 This is the date that  annual members 

must  have the ir  dues paid by in order 

remain a member of  the Veterans of  

Foreign Wars. (cont’d) 

http://www.ohiovfw.org/
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After th is date  annual members lose 

their  post home priv i leges. I f  they hold  

an elected of f ice,  they wi l l  be removed 

and cannot hold an of f ice in the 

organizat ion unt i l  the next VFW year.  

 

Legacy Life Membership  

 

Distr ict  Commanders that increase the 

legacy l i fe members in thei r Dis tr ict  by 

May 31, 2012, wi l l  receive a $200 cash 

award.  ***A minimum of one new 

legacy l i fe member per number of 

Posts within your District is needed 

to quali fy.   

 

Post Commanders who sign up new 

legacy l i fe members by May 31, 2012,  

wi l l  be p laced in a  drawing and s ix  

winners wi l l  be se lected. ***You wil l 

receive on ballot for a new Bronze 

member, two bal lots for new Silver 

members, three ballots for new Gold 

members and one ballot for level 

upgrades. The s ix  winning Commanders 

wi l l  rece ive round-t r ip a ir fare to the 

Nat iona l Convent ion in Reno, Nevada 

for the Commander and their spouse,  

$500 expense st ipend, and special  

seat ing at  the Joint  Opening ceremonies 

on Monday.  

Legacy Li fe Membership :  L i fe Legacy 
Program is avai lab le to al l  L i fe  
Members.   This program offers three 
levels of  membership  each of fer ing i ts  
own packages of  prest ig ious benef i ts.   
Financial  contr ibut ions to the Legacy 
Life Member program are tax deduct ib le  
to the maximum extent  a l lowed by law.  
 
 

 

Choose from GOLD, SILVER or BRONZE, each 

has its own prestigious benefits.  

Gold            $1,200.00 

Silver           $   800.00 

Bronze        $   400.00 

Legacy is tax deductible to the maximum extent 

allowed. 

Use the installment plan option to make quarterly 

payments. 

For more information call 1-800-963-3180. 

 

MID WINTER EVENTS  

 

PARADE OF CHECKS :  On Fr iday at  

1:00 the annual parade of  che cks for  

Robert  Combs/James Comedy Memorial  

Cancer Research/Hospice Fund wi l l  be 

held.  Last  year we fe l l  short  of  our goal  

of  $100,000.00 in the cancer fund. As a 

resul t  severa l hosp ice grants went  

unf i l led.  That means there may have 

been a comrade or sis te r out there that  

d id not rece ive the end of  l i fe care they 

deserved.  

 

CANCER AUCTION:  Don’t miss this 

event.  Always a lot  o f  fun, the Ladies 

Auxi l ia ry Cancer Auct ion is on Friday 

evening at  7:00 PM. This year Sandra 

Uzel l  has elected to have theme baskets 

with co lored r ibbons represent ing the 

di f ferent  types of  cancer.  For example,  

Dark B lue for Colon Cancer,  Yel low for  

Bone Cancer,  etc. .  I f  you are not able  to  

at tend may be you could donate some 

i tems for act ion. Contact your Post LA 

Pres ident or Dist r ic t  President.  

 

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY  speech 

presentat ion is at  2 PM Saturday and 

the Mid-Winter banquet at  7 PM.  
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This is a picture posted by Past C-in-C John 
Smart on face book. His comments were “this 
photo tells it all "The Few - The Proud - The 
Marines” These are the young men & women 
serving our country today! 
They are the USMC Wounded Warrior Regiment 
attending the renaming ceremony for Walter 
Reed National Military Medical Center in 
Bethesda, MD. 
 
 

 
 

TRAVELING TEAM 

2011 C-IN-C VISIT  
Front  row f rom le f t  to  r i gh t  i s  PDP Marg are t  

Ann Doz ie r ,  S ta te  Commander  Mor t  Ward ,  

C inC R ichard  Denoyer ,  Depar tmen t  Pres iden t  

Ruth  F in t  and PDP Meg Klaameyer .  Back row 

f rom le f t  to  r igh t  is  Ch ie f  o f  S ta f f  Bar t  Beck,  

Nat iona l  Counc i l  Member  Roger  Frye ,  Surgeon  

Chr is  Haynes,  Judge Advocate  Bob Poo le ,  

Quar termas ter  Bob Funk ,  J r .  V i ce  Commander  

Ke i th  Je f fe rs  and  Sr .  V ice  Commander  Chuck  

Ke l l e r .  Not  p ic tu red i s  H is tor ian  Leroy  

Clendenen.   

 

The travel ing team wants to thank a l l  

those comrades and sisters that gave of  

their t ime on a hol iday weekend to come 

out and vis i t  with the Commander and 

Chief .  

Also would l ike to  thank the Membersh ip 

team, Bob Cri te l l ,  John Keirns,  George 

Dountz and VFW of  Ohio Char i t ies 

director Bi l l  Seagraves for warming up 

the crowd before the travel ing team s 

arr iva l.  

 

 
 

Commander in Chief  Denoyer and State  

Commander Ward chat with 95 years 

young, Raymond Perk ins,  World War I I  

veteran f rom VFW Post 7496, Fel ic i ty in  

Dis tr ict  4.   
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Pictured above is  Chief  Denoyer,  

Commander Ward and Distr ic t  12 

Commander Joe Mul l igan, present ing  

one of  the many 100% shirts g iven out  

in District 12 during Chief’s visit, to 

Harry Crabt ree and Joe Copper.   

 

 

 
 
Pic tured  w i th  Ch ie f  Denoyer  is  1LT  Barger ,   

E l izabe th  Barger ,  CPT Race.  

 

CPT Race is the CO of the 811 t h  ENG. 

“Sappors” USANG from Tarlton, Ohio. 

Elizabeth Barger is  the FRG Leader.  

They were present at the Chief’s arrival 

at Post 3331 Circ levi l le,  in Distr ic t  11, 

to thank the VFW for their support .  The 

811 t h  is  one four adopted units  of  Post  

3331 Circ levi l le .  
 

See all the pictures from the Chief’s 

visit  on www.ohiovfw.org .   

 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New                          

Year to All !  

 

Because of  the good wi l l  of  those we 

serve is the Foundat ion of  our success,  

it’s a real p leasure at  th is Hol iday t ime 

of the year to say “Thank You” for your 

service and cont inues bel ief  in the 

Veterans of  Foreign Wars of  the United 

States. With a new year arr iv ing soon, i t  

should be everyone “New Year’s 

Resolution” to forget about the past 

petty jea lousies and tr iv ia l  personal i t ies 

and move forward in the best interest of  

our organizat ion! We have too many 

good th ings that we could be doing for  

the betterment of  the VFW instead of  

f ight ing and bickering amongst  

ourselves.   

Chari table Gaming, License Renewal  

and Thief.   

It’s that time year to put your financial 

figures together and f i le for your 

Char i table Gaming License. I t  can be 

done online through the Ohio Ag’s office 

COIN Network or  submit t ing the 

support ing paperwork to Bi l l  Seagrav es 

at  the VFWOC off ice and he wi l l  do i t  

for you.  Your September Post aud it  

must be completed and submit ted to 

Department Headquarters before your 

post will be placed on the “Good 

Standing” list that is submitted to the 

AG’s Office for license renewal. The 

http://www.ohiovfw.org/
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audit  report  l ist  can be found on the 

VFW Department website at  ohiovfw.org 

i f  you are in quest ion.   

As your Department Commander,  most  

of  my t ime th is year has been spent 

deal ing with th ief  (some major) with in 

the posts in  our  Department  and the 

resul t ing problems they create.  Far too 

many t imes a Canteen Manager has 

been lef t  in  charge of  the Gaming and 

with no oversight by anyone in the post.  

When a th ief  is d iscovered, then the 

post is hes itant to prosecute and at  the 

same t ime broke. El iminate that problem 

in your post before i t  starts,  oversee 

your gaming on a dai ly and weekly  

basis, and you won’t have to deal with 

that prob lem. Please do not accept  a 

post officer’s position unless you’re 

will ing to fu l f i l l  the dut ies of  that of f ice.  

The post t rustees should be the watch 

dog of  your post  funds, but keep in mind 

every member has the r ight to know 

about the f inancial  operat ions of  the 

post.  I f  you feel something is not qu ite  

r ight,  p lease address those concerns on 

the post meet ing f loor for act ion.        

   

IMPORANT DATES 

JANUARY 

 

 7 DISTRICT 5 VOD/PP DINNER, POST 5108 

MARIETTA 

 8 DISTRICT 5 JOINT MEMORIAL/DISTRICT 

CONF.  MARIETTA 

14 POST 5803 VAN WERT, 65TH ANNIVERSARY 

BANQUET 

22 POST 943 ASHTABULA, 80TH ANNIVERSARY 

BANQUET 

26   VFW DEPT OF OHIO MID WINTER CONF, 

COLUMBUS 

 

DEPT. MEMBERSHIP 
Monday Dec. 12, 2011 

 

Dist Total 
Prior 
Year Percent 

12 3694 3702 99.78 

9 7681 8482 90.55 

2 5384 6021 89.42 

5 4024 4521 89.00 

3 7692 8732 88.08 

1 4939 5642 87.53 

7 7679 8834 86.92 

4 5034 5817 86.53 

8 5645 6548 86.20 

11 6943 8104 85.67 

6 5210 6239 83.50 

99 4141 5014 82.58 

10 2867 3546 80.85 

  70933 81202 87.35 

 

 

MID WINTER SCHOOLS  

OF INSTRUCTION 

 

Although at this time we have not finalized the 

schools of instructions schedule, it is the 

Commanders intension to have some schools of 

instruction. When the schedule is finalized it will 

be posted on the Department Web site. 

www.ohiovfw.org.  

 

 

POST & DISTRICT OFFICERS 

 
Officers who have not paid their 2012 dues by 
December 31, 2011 are no longer in good 
standing and shall be removed from their elected 
position; furthermore, they are ineligible to hold 
any office for the remainder of the administrative 
year (Ref. Sections 105, 215 and 220 of the 
National By-Laws). 

 

http://www.ohiovfw.org/
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The Post 9/11 GI Bill 
Use your benefits to pay for 
career training 
Begin your new career in Information 
Technology with a  direct path to the 
career you want.  
 
Our areas of s tudy include:  
• Help Desk 
• Server Administrator 
• Enterprise Administrator 
• IT Security 
 
Train in the latest technologies f rom the 
industry leaders  
• CompTIA 
• Microsoft 
• Cisco 
• VMware 
• EC Council 
 
Learn f rom the Leader  
With 30 years exper ience,  300 t ra in ing  
centers in 60 countr ies,  and more than 
2,400 inst ructors,  
New Hor izons is  the  wor l d leader in  
computer t ra in ing.  We of fer  f lex ib le  
t ra in ing schedules to meet your needs!  
Our onsi te Veterans  Af fa i rs  Cert i fy ing  
Off ic ia l  wi l l  help  ensure you receive your  
benef i ts  and are successfu l  in  your  
t ra in ing.  
 

You may qual ify for the following 
benef its:  
• Tuition up to $17,500 Annually 
• Book Stipend and Educational Supply 
• Basic Allowance for Housing 
 

Benefits of Certi f ication Preparation 
training with New Horizons Computer 
Learning Centers:  
 
• Comprehensive IT certification 
prepara t ion programs  
• Flexib le t ra in ing schedules to meet your  
needs  
• Onsite Veteran Affairs Certifying Official 
• Education consultants help you determine 
the r igh t  IT  career path  
• Career placement programs 

CERTIFICATIONS 
Get Your Career Started Today!  
Visi t  www.newhor izons.com/gi -bi l l .aspx 
for more informat ion  
 

 

 
 

 Student- Derek LeMay 

Corporal- Marine Corps 
Veteran- GI Bi l l/Post 911 Student  
 
A+ Cert i f ied Technic ian, Network+ 
Cert i f ied Secur i ty+ Professiona l (8570 -
DOD) 
Employer - NetApp Posit ion - Storage 
Support  Technic ian  
 
Q: What was your educational 
background and how much IT  
experience did you have before you 
enrolled at  
New Horizons? 
A: “Before New Horizons, I was a 
systems administra tor in the  Mar ine 
Corps for f ive years.  After my 
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enl istment,  I  star ted  a t tending Valencia  
Community Col lege working towards my  
associa tes degree but  then decided to  
enrol l  in New Horizons  instead.  
Q: Why did you choose to enrol l  at 
New Horizons? 
A: “I liked the fact that New Horizons 
offers an acce lerated track  towards IT 
cert i f icat ion, vs.  the slow pace of  
t radit ional col leges  and universities.” 
Q: Can you compare the training 
classes to other schools and  
classes you have taken and attended?  
A: “The courses at New Horizons are 
paced faster  and they are  more hands-
on vs.  other c lasses I  have t aken and 
that’s good because you learn better  
and faster.” 
Q: How were your instructors, the 
labs, and the addit ional  
study resources that you were 
provided? 
A: “The instructors are very professional 
and the labs are great in  that each 
student has thei r own workstat ion and 
equipment!  The addit iona l resources 
that New Hor izons prov ides a l low 
students to  study in a  manner that best  
suits their learning style.” 
Q: How was the job placement 
assistance and did New Horizons  
set up employment opportunities for 
you? If yes, where  
are you working? 
A: “The job placement assistance was 
great!  New Hor izons has  a lot  of  
connect ions and they provide IT t ra in ing 
to a lot  of  companies and govt. /mi l i ta ry  
organizat ions in F lor ida. L isa f rom  
Career Coaches ass isted me in re -
wr i t ing my resume and  connect ing me 
with job opportunit ies.  I  am current ly  
work ing for  NetApp as a storage support  
technician!” 
Q: Would you recommend New 
Horizons to others? I f yes,  
why? 

A: “Yes, and I already have. New 
Horizons has helped me get  back on 
track towards my career goals ,  and I  
wi l l  cont inue to recommend NH in the 
future!” 
New Hor izons tra in ing and cert i f icat ion 
does Work!  
And So Do Our Graduates!  

 

VAVS CHRISTMAS FUND 

 

The VAVS Chr istmas Fund is a fund 

made up of  donat ions from the VFW 

Posts here in Ohio.  The funds are 

dist r ibuted to the VA Medica l Centers 

here in  Ohio in  December to make the 

hol iday a l i t t le br ighter for our  

Comrades hospita l ized for the Hol idays. 

Our VAVS Representat ives arrange for  

g i f ts and/or l i t t le Christmas part ies for  

those stuck in the Hospita ls  and unable  

to be home with the ir fami l ies.  

Sadly th is  year out of  a l l  the thousands 

of  dol lars out there in chari ty funds and 

post re l ief  funds we only ra ised 

$4,015.00 to distr ibute to the VA 

faci l i t ies.  Comrades i t  is  sad to th ink 

that is a l l  we th ink of  our comrades in  

arms hospita l ized for the Chris tmas 

Hol idays.  

 

     
          MERRY CHRISTMA S 

A ND HA PPY NEW YEA R FROM 

THE OFFICERS A ND STA FF OF 

THE VETERA NS OF FOREIGN 

WA RS, DEPA RTMENT OF 

OHIO. 


